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President Obama Signs Emergency Declaration for Florida 

 

  

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The U.S. Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) announced that federal emergency aid has been made available to 

the State of Florida to supplement state, tribal, and local response efforts in the areas affected by 

Hurricane Matthew beginning on October 3, 2016, and continuing. 

The President's action authorizes FEMA to coordinate all disaster relief efforts that have the 

purpose of alleviating the hardship and suffering caused by the emergency on the local 

population, and to provide appropriate assistance for required emergency measures, authorized 

under Title V of the Stafford Act, to save lives and to protect property and public health and 

safety, and to lessen or avert the threat of a catastrophe for the counties of Baker, Brevard, 

Broward, Citrus, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Glades, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Indian River, 

Lake, Marion, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola, Palm 

Beach, Polk, Putnam, Seminole, St. Johns, St. Lucie, and Volusia. 

Specifically, FEMA is authorized to provide emergency protective measures (Category B), 

limited to direct federal assistance, under the Public Assistance program at 75 percent federal 

funding. 

Terry L. Quarles has been named as the Federal Coordinating Officer for federal response 

operations in the affected area.  Additional designations may be made at a later date if requested 

by the state and warranted by the results of further evaluation. 

  

### 

  



Federal Aid Programs for the State of Florida Emergency Declaration 

Following is a summary of key federal disaster aid programs that can be made available as 

needed and warranted under President Obama's emergency disaster declaration issued for the 

State of Florida. 

Assistance for State and Affected Tribal and Local Governments Can Include as Required: 

 FEMA is authorized to provide appropriate assistance for required emergency measures, 

authorized under Title V of the Stafford Act, to save lives and to protect property and 

public health and safety, or to lessen or avert the threat of a catastrophe in the designated 

areas. 

 Specifically, FEMA is authorized to provide emergency protective measures (Category 

B), limited to direct federal assistance, under the Public Assistance program at 75 percent 

federal funding. 

  

FEMA's mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we 

work together to build, sustain and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, 

respond to, recover from and mitigate all hazards. 

Follow FEMA online at www.fema.gov/blog, www.twitter.com/fema, www.facebook.com/fema 

and www.youtube.com/fema.  Also, follow Administrator Craig Fugate's activities at 

www.twitter.com/craigatfema. 

The social media links provided are for reference only. FEMA does not endorse any non-

government websites, companies or applications. 
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