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DECLARATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR NEW CASTLE, KENT AND 
SUSSEX COUNTIES EFFECTIVE AT 5:00 P.M. ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 22, 2016  

 
AND A LEVEL I DRIVING WARNING FOR NEW CASTLE, KENT AND SUSSEX 

COUNTIES EFFECTIVE AT 12:00 A.M. ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 2016  
 

DUE TO EXPECTED BLIZZARD CONDITIONS AND COASTAL FLOODING  
 

  

 WHEREAS, a significant winter storm is imminently forthcoming in the State of Delaware, 

and the National Weather Service has issued a Blizzard Warning for New Castle County and Kent 

County, Delaware, and a Winter Storm Warning for Sussex County, Delaware, beginning at 7:00 

p.m. on Friday, January 22, 2016, and ending at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, January 24, 2016; and  

 WHEREAS, the National Weather Service forecast for New Castle County and Kent 

County includes predictions of whiteout conditions, including snow accumulation of 12 to 24 

inches in New Castle and Kent Counties, and snow accumulation of 4-8 inches in Sussex County, 

resulting in potentially hazardous road and travel conditions in all three counties; and  

 WHEREAS, the National Weather Service estimates that the strongest winds and greatest 

potential for blizzard conditions will occur during the day on Saturday, January 23, 2016, but urges 

extreme caution in road travel during the evening hours of Friday, January 22, 2016; and   



 

 WHEREAS, the National Weather Service has also issued a Coastal Flood Advisory for 

New Castle County, Delaware, beginning at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 23, 2016, and ending 

at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 24, 2016, potentially resulting in some tidal flooding and road 

closures; and  

WHEREAS, the National Weather Service has issued a Coastal Flood Warning for Kent 

County, Delaware and Sussex County, Delaware, beginning at 4:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 23, 2016, 

and ending at 12:00 noon on Sunday, January 24, 2016, and has predicted tidal flooding, resulting in 

road closures and many roads potentially being impassable on either side of Saturday morning’s high 

tide; and 

WHEREAS, on January 22, 2016, I authorized the Delaware National Guard to assist state 

and local officials in all three counties with any necessary response and recovery activity for this severe 

winter storm; and 

 WHEREAS, the forthcoming winter storm is expected to create hazardous road conditions 

in all three counties that present an imminent danger to persons traveling on Delaware roads, as well 

potential danger to life, safety and property in all three counties;   

  NOW THEREFORE, I, JACK A. MARKELL, pursuant to Title 20, Chapter 31 of the 

Delaware Code, do hereby declare a State of Emergency for the entire State of Delaware.  This State 

of Emergency will be effective in all three counties on January 22, 2016, at 5:00 p.m., and shall 

continue until terminated as provided under state law.  The nature of the emergency includes projected 

blizzard conditions and possible road flooding in Northern Delaware, including New Castle and 

Northern Kent County, and high winds and coastal flooding in Sussex County, resulting potentially 

in hazardous road conditions throughout the State.  Along with such other actions authorized by Title 

20, Chapter 31 of the Delaware Code, I specifically direct and authorize:   



 

1. All departments and agencies of the State of Delaware shall assist in response and 
recovery activities, as directed by and in coordination with the Delaware Emergency 
Management Agency (DEMA), in consultation with the Secretary of the Department of 
Safety and Homeland Security (DSHS), necessary in those areas affected by the storm. 
 

2. As of January 23, 2016 at midnight (12:00 a.m.), and until further notice, a Level 1 
Driving Warning is in effect.  Any person operating a motor vehicle shall exercise extra 
caution in the operation of that vehicle for the duration of the emergency. Nonessential 
employees, regardless of whether employed by a public or private entity, are encouraged 
not to operate a motor vehicle for the duration of the emergency, unless there is a 
significant safety, health or business reason to do so.  State and local officials are directed 
to remove abandoned vehicles from roads in affected areas at the expense of the vehicle 
owner.   

 

3. In addition to the Level 1 Driving Warning, this Order constitutes notice to Delaware 
residents and businesses in all three counties that additional driving precautions or 
restrictions may be forthcoming in the morning of Saturday, January 23, 2016.  
 

4. The Delaware National Guard shall take precautionary or responsive actions directed by 
the Director of DEMA, in consultation with the Secretary of DSHS, upon request by 
local authorities.  
  

5. I authorize the Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) and the Delaware 
State Police, in consultation with DEMA and the Secretary of DSHS, to order such 
bridge and road closures as necessary to protect the health and safety of the public.  
 

6. I reserve the right to take or direct state or local authorities to take, without issuance of 
further written order, any other necessary actions authorized by Title 20, Chapter 31 of 
the Delaware Code to respond to this emergency. 

 
APPROVED this 22nd day of January, 2016, at 4:30 p.m.  

               

Governor 

 

  
 


